
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“COME & DINE” – The Long Journey Home – LENT/EASTER 2013 
 
Date:  March 31, 2013 
Title:  “Easter Sunday – He is Not Here, for He is Risen!” 
Text:  Matthew 27:62-28:10 
Theme: God wins!  
 
Introduction:  
The resurrection of Jesus the Christ from the dead is the finishing element to the greatest Story 
ever told.  His incarnation and crucifixion are the other two elements.  Today we are here to 
celebrate this pivotal moment in the provision of God for the redemption of man by grace 
alone through faith alone in Christ alone. 
 
There are a series of words that must not be overlooked; the deceivers said, come and see, go 
and tell, fear and joy.   
 
Outline: 
 

I. The gospel prologue – “That deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again’” 
(Matt. 27:63 [See also Luke 24:13-27]) 

 
What I find interesting in this context is this, “Some where afraid it was true and others where 
afraid it wasn’t true.” 
 
Although we find their unbelief incredulous, it is perhaps no different than the darkness of our 
own souls.  This is the context in which we find ourselves. 
 

The problem remains why the disciples forgot and the Jewish leaders remembered. 
But that is probably due on the one hand to the overwhelming grief of the disciples 
coupled with the blighting of all their hopes of a political Messiah in Jesus, and on the 
other hand to the keen nervous fear of the leaders who dreaded the power of Jesus 
though dead. They wanted to make sure of their victory and prevent any possible 
revival of this pernicious heresy. That deceiver (ekeinos ho planos) they call him, a 
vagabond wanderer (planos) with a slur in the use of that (ekeinos), a picturesque 
sidelight on their intense hatred of and fear of Jesus.1 

 
Whether we like it or not this is where every one of us began in our journey toward God.  This 
is what pushed us away and this is what created our separation. 
 

II. The gospel – “He is Risen; He is not here! (Matt. 28:6)” 
 

This is the heart of the testimony of the angel to the women. It is what Paul wishes 
Timothy never to forget (2Ti 2:8), "Jesus Christ risen from the dead" (Iêsoun Christon 
egêgermenon ek nekrôn).2 
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The power of this verse is staggering.  Everything He said would happen has happened.  God 
keeps His word. 
 
The end has been achieved, the victory won, the race finished, the structure built, the meal 
fully and finally prepared.  Now we can sit and dine!  His kingdom has come; His will has 
been done on earth even as it is in heaven.  Glory to the King of kings and Lord of lords!  There 
is a bursting forth of light pushing back the darkness that must be felt and not simply seen or 
heard.  All of our sensory capacities need to feel the pounding and pushing out of glory in this 
spectacular moment, “He is not here, for He is Risen!” 
 
The death and dying of the previous day are beaten back and swallowed up by the majesty 
and mystery of this moment.  There is an anxiousness felt in the approach of the women 
named Mary.  The earth “gets it.”  She trembles (Matt. 27:52; 28:2) at the magnitude of this 
moment where heaven and earth meet and in wrath mercy is remembered (Hab. 3:2) and the 
justice of God and the peace of God embrace and exchange the “kiss” of reconciliation (Ps. 
85:10).3 
 
The pieces of this moment are significant in themselves, but when laid against the larger Story 
of redemption, reconciliation and adoption the force is knee bending and mind blowing.  This 
is where the body quivers and the mind lies in ecstatic ecstasy.  There is a shaking taking 
place, “He is not here, for He is Risen!” 
 
It is impossible for the fear and joy to be contained.  Fear, for it is too stupendous to be true, 
BUT IT IS!  “He is not here, for He is Risen!”  Like the earth, we tremble at the magnitude and 
mystery of the Story’s climax.  There is a wrenching, a convulsion of emotion as fear and joy 
crash together and explode as waves beating against the shores of our life.  Can we not feel the 
cooling mist of God’s ocean of activity?  It is breathtaking.  Sigh deeply.  Go limp, let yourself 
be carried away at the vastness of His mercy and grace.  Step back and see the panorama of 
God. 
 
Oh friend, there is nothing left for us to do but meet Him and receive His embrace (v. 9).  Here 
we are once more in the Garden with God as He walks with us in the cool of the day.  It is 
here.  Look no further.  Is He not enough?  I no longer have to measure up or work to gain 
favor.  I can gladly go about the business.  He is arresting.  He grabs us and never let’s us go.  
Exhale and breathe the “ah” of relief.  This is the Garden, this is the gospel, this is the 
resurrection from the dead, and this is life in God; come and dine! 
 

III. The gospel epilogue – “Go and Tell (Matt. 28:7)” 
 
Friend, are you weary and heavy laden (Matt. 11:28)?  Do you find yourself groping in the 
darkness and confusion of the moment?  Do you feel socially ostracized?  Is the entire world 
shrouded in the white noise of anxious moments?  Is every taste one of metallic bland?  Is the 
residue of leftover relationships more bitter than sweet?  Is the hole in which you exist 
crumbling and you find no foothold or hand grab through which you might pull yourself up 
and out?  Listen carefully to the angelic words, “Come and See.”  Come . . . and . . . See. 
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Let this simple invitation be the faint light at the end of a dark tunnel.  See that light, hear the 
whisper and come.  Feel the cool water drip onto the parched lips of your soul.  Feel the 
comforting hand take your feeble hand.  Feel His cradling arm encircling your limp head.  
Come . . . and . . . See.  Friend, “He is not here, for He is Risen!”  God has secured for you a 
place where there is fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore.  It is no secret.  You need not 
linger at death’s dusty door.  Cannonball into the pool of God’s delights.  This place where you 
might plunge with childlike joy has a name and His name is Jesus. 
 
As you feel the infusion of life, the staying of thirst’s persistent assault and the satisfying of 
hunger’s call, continue to come and see.  Don’t stop, worry not about stumbling, just come and 
see.  As you take up your mat and walk, now “go and tell.”  Friend, you are not alone in your 
fallen condition.  There is solidarity in the emptiness of life.  Tragically, we look to the good for 
the best, but the good can only point, it can never provide.  Many, like us, have fashioned leafs 
of our own making when we must come to the singular provision of God in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ.  Let your joy and peace and rest and ease be the message of your life.  
Cease from your self effort and striving and rest in the fullness and finality of His.  Now, go. . . 
and . . . tell.   
 

Each year the National Football League culminates with an event called, The Superbowl.  
The winning team receives rings commemorating the win.  The NFL pays for the cost of 
150 rings to the winning team, at roughly $5,000 apiece, depending upon the fluctuating 
cost of gold and diamonds.4 
 
Every member of the active roster and the coaching staff get rings. The entire front 
office and ownership get rings. Injured Reserve and practice squad get rings if their 
team decides to give them out to them, most do.5 

 
Friend, God won the Superbowl and even though you might be on the injured reserve or think 
you’re only on the practice squad, you are going to get the ring.  His victory is your victory 
even if it would appear you never played a lick of football. 
 
Others are waiting for this same cool cup of God’s joy.  Many lie outside groping about in a 
dark soundless room.  Reach out and speak, “He is not here, for He is Risen!”  Let the word of 
deliverance do.  He has spoken and it is so. 
 
My personal testimony of coming to faith in Christ. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Every necessary provision has been made by God.  Are you willing right now to let your own 
work go and receive His work in your behalf?  You cannot cling to who you are and what 
you’ve done.  You must let all of it go and embrace Him. 
 
Do you know this? 
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1
 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Matthew 27:63. 

2
 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Matthew 28:6. 
3 “This is a remarkable text, and much has been said on it: but there is a beauty in it which, I think, has not 

been noticed. Mercy and peace are on one side; truth and righteousness on the other. Truth requires 
righteousness; mercy calls for peace. They meet together on the way; one going to make inquisition for sin, the 
other to plead for reconciliation. Having met, their differences on certain considerations, not here particularly 
mentioned, are adjusted; and their mutual claims are blended together in one common interest; on which peace 
and righteousness immediately embrace. Thus, righteousness is given to truth, and peace is given to mercy. Now, 
Where did these meet? In Christ Jesus. When were they reconciled? When he poured out his life on Calvary.”  
Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Psalm 85:10. 

4
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl_ring  

5
 http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20070206065035AAOkfhY  


